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The Digital Coast: More Than Just Data 

It’s a simple concept with powerful impact.  Coastal 

communities and researchers need access to up-to-date 

mapping information to address critical coastal issues 

such as storm preparation, flood management, 

ecosystem restoration, and coastal development. 

Mapping information can be complex, expensive to 

gather, and difficult to use without in-house expertise*.  

NOAA’s Digital Coast provides the data, tools, and 

training that States, local governments, and 

communities need to manage their coastal 

resources.  

Authorized by the Digital Coast Act, 16 U.S.C §1467, the 

Digital Coast is led by the National Oceanic and 

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and made possible 

through its community; the Digital Coast Partnership. 

The NOAA Office for Coastal Management convenes 

this group of eight non-governmental membership 

organizations, (which includes the National States 

Geographic Information Council) with expertise in a wide 

range of policy and technical issues to provide an 

effective platform for these groups to work together to 

address coastal issues. The product of this collaboration 

is support for coastal managers and technicians that is 

relevant, timely, and supports the complexities of coastal 

issues that span federal, state, and local jurisdictions. 
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NOAA’s Blue Economy Strategic Plan (2021-2025) 

The Digital Coast Act aligns with NOAA’s Blue Economy Strategic Plan (2021–2025), which aims to advance 

sectors such as marine transportation, ocean exploration, seafood competitiveness, tourism and recreation, 

and coastal resilience. By supplying critical data and tools, the Digital Coast program supports informed 

decision-making that fosters sustainable economic growth in coastal areas. In summary, the NOAA Digital 

Coast Act underpins efforts to bolster the blue economy by equipping coastal communities with the necessary 

resources to manage their environments effectively and sustainably.  

 

 

About the National States Geographic Information Council (NSGIC) 
Since 1991, NSGIC has been the state led hub of national geospatial experts promoting coordinated, impactful, and 

efficient application of geographic Information systems (GIS) to best serve the nation.  GIS and the spatial information it 

serves underpin much of the activities of government and the lives of the people of the nation.  
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